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Travel Trends

Article and Photos by Chanin Victor

Escape to Baja California Sur’s
Hidden Paradise, Loreto!

Looking for a hidden gem
that ticks all the boxes of your
modern travel wishlist? Look
no further than Loreto, Baja
California Sur — a charming
litle town along the Eastern
coastline of Mexico. Loreto is
full of authentic vibes, desert
wonders, and seaside bliss.
From its cultural richness to
breathtaking natural beauty,
Loreto beckons travelers of
all ages, promising relaxation,
adventure, and family-friendly
fun.

Loreto is a family paradise!
Safe waters for snorkeling,
kayaking, and SUP? Check.
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Historical and cultural spots
like the Mission Nuestra Sefo-
ra de Loreto? Check. And if
you’re up for some farm life,
Rancho Viejo’'s got the goat
milking experience you didn’t
know you needed.

Must-Do Activities: Are you
ready for some unforgettable
moments? There is so much to
see and do in Loreto, wheth-
er on your own, with friends
or the family. A long weekend
or spring break would be an
excellent amount of time to
experience a few of Loreto’s
offerings.

DAY 1: Explore the islands
surrounding Loreto in the Sea
of Cortez, including Corona-
dos, Monserrate, Santa Cata-
lina, Isla Danzante, and the
largest, Isla Carmen. All are
surrounded by diverse wild-
life. There are many private,
guided boats that will take you
around the islands in a half-
day or full-day, with several
highlights. You'll see dolphin
pods swimming around your
boat and jumping playfully in
the waves. Snorkel with Cali-
fornia Sea Lions up close and
personal; plus, you'll have an
opportunity for various bird
and marine wildlife sightings.
Enjoy a Mexican lunch of
taquitos, guacamole and ta-
jin-spiced oranges and then
take another snorkel (or sies-

ta) on the beautiful white-sand
beaches of the islands. The
crystal clear, azure waters and
the gentle breeze will make
you feel like you’ve found par-
adise.

DAY 2: Dive into the re-
gion’s rich history and cultural
heritage. Both of the Missions
near Loreto are architectur-
al and historical landmarks,
providing a glimpse into the
early Spanish colonial era in
Baja California. They are a
must-visit for those seeking
cultural exploration. You'll find
the first Jesuit mission, Mis-
sion Nuestra Sefiora de Lore-
to, conveniently located in the
Loreto town square (plaza) or
escape to the mountains for a
tranquil retreat at the well-pre-
served Mission Javier.

Venture to Rancho Viejo,
the first and oldest ranch in
Baja California, for a unique,
hands-on experience. Here,
experience the art of milking
goats first hand (pun intend-
ed). Learn the age-old meth-
od of crafting fresh goat’s milk
cheese. Then, savor the fruits
of your labor by indulging in
this freshly made cheese,
generously spread on warm,
homemade tortillas.

DAY 3: Another unforgetta-
ble adventure is a hike at Ar-
royo Las Parras Canyon and
Waterfall, a mere ten-minute
drive from Mexican High-
way 1, en route to San Javi-
er and Rancho Viejo. It's a
family-friendly, two-mile hike
through arroyos, culminating
in a cascading waterfall. Af-
ter the invigorating four-mile
roundtrip, it'll be time for tacos,
tequila and a well-deserved si-
esta.

DAY 4: Whale watching,
anyone? Catch these majes-
tic creatures during migration
— it's a sight you won'’t forget.
Mid-December to early April
is the best time to see Gray
Whales on the Pacific side,
particularly in areas like Mag-
dalena Bay, San Ignacio La-
goon, and Guerrero Negro.
You'll have the best chanc-
es of seeing Blue Whales,
Humpback Whales and Fin
Whales—as they migrate
through the Sea of Cortez—
through April.

Local Flavors & Stays: Lo-
reto’s diverse dining scene
has everything. You’'ll find
authentic Mexican flavors, in-
ternational cuisines and fresh
seafood galore! From local
favorites like El Zopilote Brew-
ery and Super Burro, for the
most enormous burritos ever,
there’s something for every
taste bud. For families with
picky eaters, Casa Mia has
pizza, french fries and chicken

nuggets, while Cafe Olé offers
breakfast all day. The warm
ambiance of Mi Loreto was
one of our favorites spots, with
authentic Mexican flavors, lo-
cal ingredients and traditional
recipes.

Whether you’re looking for
a beachfront escape at Hotel
Oasis or Hotel Mision, or a
cozy vibe at Hotel Posada del
Cortes, Loreto has a spot for
every mood. Budget-friendly
or luxe, the options are as var-
ied as your travel style. Need
some extra space for the fami-
ly to feel more at home? Hotel

Santo Nino (Villa Sto. Nino) or
the Hotel Santa Fe Loreto are
the perfect properties for large
groups and families, providing
spacious accommodations. All
properties are within a short
walk to the Plaza and the
Malecon.
Getting There: Getting to Lo-
reto is a breeze with the Lore-
to International Airport (LTO)
linking you to major cities like
Los Angeles, Phoenix, Dallas,
Tijuana, and even a few Ca-
nadian cities. If you prefer to
drive from within Mexico, it's
a scenic road trip with breath-
taking views — just 220 miles
north of La Paz and 315 miles
from Cabo San Lucas BCS.
Loreto has the dreamy des-
ert climate we all love when

traveling. Imagine warm temps
all year round with slightly
cooler nights in the winter.
Visit Loreto between October
and April for mid-60s to mid-
80s Fahrenheit weather. Fall
and winter bring you the most
perfect temperatures for you
to experience a chillaxing stay.

For mindful explorers, rest
assured that Loreto embrac-
es an eco-friendly ethos. The
entire community takes pride
in responsible tourism practic-
es that harmonize with Lore-
to’s natural wonders. Located
around Loreto, with a blend
of functionality and artistic ap-
peal, you'll find innovative re-
cycling receptacles or “EcoArt
Bins”. These Artful Recyclers
encourage an environmental
consciousness among Lore-
to’s citizens, expats and tour-
ists.

Loreto is also dedicated to

preserving and protecting the
biodiversity and indigenous
wildlife. The Parque Nacion-
al Bahia de Loreto, part of a
larger area designated as a
UNESCO World Heritage Site
in the Sea of Cortez, serves
as a sanctuary for the diverse
marine life. Visitors to Loreto
can experience the magic of
a destination recognized and
celebrated for its extraordinary
natural and cultural treasures.

In a Nutshell: Loreto nails the
family getaway trend! Accessi-
ble, sustainable, family-friend-
ly, adventure-packed and a
foodie heaven — it's the whole
package. Loreto awaits, prom-
ising you the coolest blend of
relaxation and adventure.

Arrest, from page 1

Negotiation, and Drone Teams
along with Hawthorne Police
Department SWAT and the
Culver City Fire Department to
bring this to a peaceful conclu-
sion.

At approximately 8:23 am,
the second suspect ultimately
surrendered and was safely
brought into custody. A fire-
arm was recovered from the
scene that was believed to

have been taken by the
suspect from a secured
location inside the business.
The surrounding businesses
on the 5000 block of Upland-
er Way were closed during
the incident but have since re-
opened. Both suspects were
arrested and booked for bur-
glary at the Culver City Police
Department Jail.
Culver City Police have not
released the names of the
suspects.

IF YOU GO...

Check these Loreto Tour
Operators: Sea and Land
tours, Wild Loreto, Desert
and Sea, Desierto Mar y
Aventuras, Dolphin Dive
Baja, Blue Nation, and
Marios Tours. Private
Guides: Rodolfo Palacios,
Rafael Murillo, Mario Perez
- Email for contact info

Chanin Victor is the Travel,
Food and Lifestyle Editor at
the Santa Monica Observer
and a versatile freelance
travel journalist. Based in Los
Angeles with her family, Ch-
anin seizes every opportunity
to discover culinary gems and
embark on new adventures.
Discover her travels and
insights at chaninvictor.com
and if you’re ready to be en-
chanted by the magic of Baja
California Sur...email Chanin,
a certified Travel Advisor, at
chanin.victor@fora.travel —
enjoy perks, upgrades and
VIP service.
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