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Why Indian Wells is the Perfect 
Weekend Getaway

If you’re looking for a luxury weekend getaway that 
won’t break the bank, look no further than Indian Wells, 
California. It’s just a short drive from Los Angeles, Palm 
Springs and San Diego. Travelers can also fly into the 
Palm Springs International Airport, about 14 miles away. 
Indian Wells is the perfect desert oasis for families, ad-
venturers and retirees. There is something for everyone. 

Located between Palm Desert and La Quinta in the 
Coachella Valley, this region—known as the playground 
of celebrities and presidents—is home to upscale re-

sorts, exclusive spas, golf courses, fine dining establish-
ments, and tons of adventure. We’ve been visiting Indi-
an Wells, California for years; it’s like our second home. 
Here are some of the things we love doing when we’re 
in town.

1. Eat at some of the best restaurants in town: Indian 
Wells has some great places to eat, all within a 5-mile 
radius. You’ll find it here whether you’re in the mood for 
Italian, Mexican, or good old American comfort food. And 

don’t forget to save room for dessert! Our favorites are 
Cuistot, Cliffhouse, Eddie V’s, Jillion’s, Mitch’s, Eureka!, 
Thai Smile, Vue Grille and Armando’s Dakota Bar and 
Grill. Indian Wells locals find great value in the Happy 
Hours too. 

2. Stay at one of the luxurious resorts: Indian Wells is 
home to some of the most incredible resorts in the world. 
From 5-star hotels to private villas, you’ll find everything 
you need to relax and rejuvenate during your stay. At 
many of the resorts, you’ll have a chance to golf, play 
tennis, and relax by the pool. We love the Renaissance 
Esmeralda Resort & Spa, the Miramonte Resort & Spa 
and the Hyatt Regency Resort & Spa.

3. Play tennis or golf: Indian Wells is a luxury oasis in 
the desert and home to the award-winning BNP Paribas 
Open. The Indian Wells Tennis Garden, which contains 
the world’s second-largest tennis-specific stadium, is 

right down the street. The Indian Wells Golf Resort is 
one of the few properties to have two courses ranked in 
the Top 25 Best Municipal Courses in the United States 
by Golfweek Magazine. The 18-hole championship golf 
courses are The Celebrity Course and The Players 
Course, AKA “Beauty and the Beast”. The “Shots in the 
Night” experience at Indian Wells Golf Resort opens 
a half-hour after sunset, Thursday through Saturday 
nights. So whether you’re a beginner or an experienced 
golfer, you’ll have a great time on the green!

4. Taking a dip in one of the many pools: With so 
many resorts comes an abundance of cool pools and 
poolside bars! The HyTides Plunge water park at the Hy-
att Regency features seven pools, two 30-foot tall twist-
ing water slides, a winding lazy river, a splash pad with 
water cannons, and more. The Renaissance Esmeral-
da boasts the largest pool in the desert, complete with 
a sandy beach. Guests of the Miramonte Well Spa are 
invited to enjoy a more intimate water experience. The 

Well Pool is kept at 82 degrees and nestled in a private 
courtyard, while the nearby River Bench, a soothing salt-
water pool kept at 102 degrees, is perfect for relaxing 
after the 18th hole.

5. Shop until you drop: Whether you’re looking for 
high-end fashion or local souvenirs, Indian Wells has 
you covered with plenty of shopping areas and malls. 
You’re sure to find hours of shopping enjoyment from the 
boutiques of El Paseo to the Westfield Shopping Center. 
Don’t forget, on your way into and out of town are the 
outlet stores at Cabazon, just in case you forgot some-
thing. 

6. Hiking and Exploring: Joshua Tree National Park 
is just a short drive from Indian Wells and worth a visit! 
Go on one of the many hikes available throughout the 
park. If you prefer to stay closer to Indian Wells, plenty of 
hiking trails offer breathtaking views of the surrounding 

area. Check here for ideas - https://bit.ly/3D7qrgX

7. Go on a jeep tour: For a more adventurous way to 
see the desert, consider going on a jeep tour! You’ll be 
able to explore the geology around California’s legend-
ary San Andreas fault. Find out more about the Native 
American Cahuilla tribe and early pioneer settlers of the 
Indian Wells area. 

8. Take a hot air balloon ride: For an even more unique 
way to see the area, why not try a hot air balloon ride? 
You can’t say you’ve really experienced Indian Wells un-
til you’ve seen it from up above! Fantasy Balloon Flights 
is family owned and operated. You’ll be able to catch a 
‘bird’s eye view’ of the Indian Wells resort area and the 
unique panorama of the Coachella Valley. It’s an activity 
suitable for all ages and abilities.

9. Seeing a show at The McCallum Theatre: The Mc-
Callum Theatre is a world-class performing arts venue 
that hosts everything from Broadway musicals to stand-
up comedy shows. There’s sure to be something for ev-
eryone!

10. Explore the Arts!: The Indian Wells Arts Festival, 
taking place every April at the Indian Wells Tennis Gar-
den, curates an unparalleled art experience, highlighting 
200 top artists across 30 mediums of fine art and tradi-
tional craft. If you’re looking for something a little more 
low-key, visit some of the Fine Art Galleries, which fea-
ture rotating exhibitions of artwork by local artists.

Other notable reasons to head to the desert for a fab 
weekend include attending Coachella or the Stagecoach 
Festival, experiencing the Living Desert Zoo or rolling 
the dice at the Agua Caliente Casino. 

	  		   		   	
There’s no shortage of things to do in Indian Wells! 

Whether you’re looking for outdoor activities or want to 
take advantage of all the great shopping, dining, and en-
tertainment options, there’s something for everyone in 
this desert oasis. 	

IF YOU GO…

The desert climate is ideal year-round, with heat in 
the early spring through late fall. There is virtually 
no rainfall during the year, and the average annual 
temperature in Indian Wells is 23.0°C | 73.5°F. If 
you visit in the winter, you’ll get those cold desert 
nights, so pack a jacket at that time. Otherwise, 
bring lots of bathing suits, sunscreen, and hats be-
cause when it gets over 100°F, you’ll love spend-
ing time at the pool. For the most part, the desert is 
never crowded unless you’re planning a trip during 
Coachella or another music festival. Plan and re-
serve in advance if you think you might want to 
come at those times of the year.

Inquiries? Email chanin@chaninvictor.com
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