
Channel Islands National Park and Marine Sanctu-
ary is one of the least-visited national parks and one of 
the most beautiful places on Earth. The archipelago is 
often called “the Galapagos of North America.”. Yet, this 
unique, protected area off the coast of Santa Barbara, 
California, is often forgotten—or even unknown—as an 
adventure destination. With its crystal-clear waters, di-
verse wildlife, and lush kelp forests, people worldwide 
have come to explore and experience its natural beauty 
through sustainable ecotourism.

We recently booked a multi-day tour with Channel 
Islands Expeditions, a guide-owned and operated com-
pany offering a variety of tours that allow you to get up 
close and personal with the unique biodiversity of the 
islands. It was founded in the early 1990s by kayakers 
who wanted to explore the giant sea caves. They were 
the first to lead snorkeling tours in kelp forests, and 
they’re the only company to offer an all-island boat trip 
within Channel Islands National Park. Their fleet of dive 
and expedition vessels offers guests a safe and com-

fortable way to see everything the park offers. They’ve 
been leading the way in stewardship, exploration and 
adventure. 

One of the best things about Channel Islands Expe-
ditions is that no two trips are alike. Depending on what 
time of year you visit and what islands you decide to ex-
plore, there are endless possibilities for wildlife viewing, 
trekking, island paddling and dive expeditions. Howev-
er, there are a few things you can always expect when 
you book a trip with them, including:

Beautiful scenery: Whether snorkeling through un-
derwater worlds of kelp forests full of amazing marine 
life or seeing native plants while hiking along one of the 

many trails, the Channel Islands offer some of the most 
breathtaking views.

An abundance of wildlife: The Channel Islands are 
home to numerous animal species, including sea lions, 
seals, dolphins, whales, and birds. Keep your eyes 
peeled, and you’re sure to spot some of these animals 
during your visit. We loved seeing the adorable little Is-
land Fox. They’re one of the most endemic species to 
the Channel Islands and are recognizable immediately. 

A wealth of knowledge: The experienced guides are 
passionate about the conservation and preservation of 
the Channel Islands and are always happy to share their 
knowledge with guests. From the history to sustainabili-
ty lessons to tips on where to find the best views, they’ll 
ensure that you have everything you need to make the 
most of your trip. Visitors will hopefully leave with an 

appreciation of and commitment to the conservation of 
this national treasure. A positive impact on the destina-
tion means the environment will also be sustainable for 
generations.

A tour with Channel Islands Expeditions is an un-
forgettable experience. 

There’s no better way to adventure within the natu-
ral beauty and wonder of the Channel Islands. On our 
4-day excursion, we hiked the rugged Santa Rosa Is-
land and kayaked to Painted Cave, the world’s largest 
sea cave—among other activities. A 6-member crew 
led by Captain John Russell ensured our itinerary was 

full of epic all-day adventures. In addition, the chef pre-
pared some fantastic meals, including freshly caught 
halibut, killer tacos al pastor and homemade chewy 
chocolate-chip cookies. 

Kayaking and Snorkeling Tours

Some of the most popular experiences involve kay-
aking and snorkeling, and it’s perfect for all ages. You’ll 
see spectacular sea caves and rock formations, and 
then take a refreshing swim in one of the kelp forests 
that dot the coastline.

Diving Tours

If you’re looking for something a little more adven-
turous, the Channel Islands is one of the top ten dive 
locations on the planet. Channel Islands Expeditions 

strive to have the safest dive boats, and their crew will 
be with you every step to ensure your safety. Extensive 
training means they’re prepared to prevent and respond 
to dive emergencies. There’s nothing quite like diving 
into the beautiful waters of Channel Islands National 
Park and getting up close and personal with the abun-
dant marine life that calls it home.

Expedition Boat Trips

We highly recommend the unique liveaboard expe-
ditions for travelers who want to immerse themselves 
in everything the park offers: kayaking, snorkeling, hik-
ing and diving. It’s an excellent option if you’ve got time 
available and want to have a few fun-filled days of ex-
ploration.

Visiting the five ecologically rich Channel Islands and 
the protected Marine Sanctuary requires preparation 
and planning. Channel Islands Expeditions takes care 
of this for you. Their tours offer a great way to expe-
rience the Channel Islands National Park and Marine 
Sanctuary. 
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Experience the Wonders of Channel Islands 
National Park and Marine Sanctuary

IF YOU GO…

Visit: explorechannelislands.com
Call: (805) 899-4925

More info:
Channel Islands National Park California
https://www.nps.gov/chis/index.htm
Inquiries? 
Please email chanin@chaninvictor.com
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